
insufficient rainfall caused the river to periodically fail his

demand for power, he installed a steam engine, and added

even more machinery. He invented and patented many

innovative systems, including pulley-free shafting. The

16,000 spindles and 369 looms required more workers, so

Allen built additional dwellings, a church and a school.

More jobs meant more immigrant arrivals into the rural

factory village. By the 1870s, French-Canadian and Irish

laborers, plus a handful of Scotsmen and English workers

outnumbered Georgiaville’s native born residents. The

mill employed nearly 300 villagers.

Georgiaville is a prime example of a 19th century

mill village. Preserved here, within a compact 62-acre

area, are numerous types of employee residences. This

walk will take you past rubblestone homes built for the

workers of Georgiaville’s first cotton spinning mill in

1813, past the boarding houses and standardized tenements

built as the operations expanded, and finally along tree-

lined avenues where the managers and their families lived

in a somewhat grander style as the enterprise prospered.

In this loop along one side of the river and down the other,

you can still see the way 19th century factory workers

lived along the banks of the Woonasquatucket.

  


   

  


   

  

  

  


   

  

G E O R G I A V I L L E

Practice saying “Woonasquatucket” before you head

into Georgiaville Village – woo-naah-squaw-tuck’-et.

The Woonasquatucket River is the reason that

Georgiaville exists. In fact, it is impossible to find a

hardworking 19th century factory community like this

one that is not situated on a riverbank. 

The natural flow of the river was less than mighty

compared to the Blackstone, yet by the 1750s pioneer

farmers in the wilderness west of Providence harnessed

the Woonasquatucket to power early manufacturing

sites such as iron forges and saw mills. The first textile

mills on the river were built here and just downstream

in Esmond in 1813. The village was called Georgiaville

after the Georgia Cotton Manufacturing Company.

Neither the business nor the settlement grew much,

perhaps because of the limitations of the water power.

Just 56 men and 64 women, and a handful of children,

were kept on the mill’s payroll by mid-century.

Only a person with great economic ambition and

an unstoppable creative energy would have seen the

potential in such a gentle river. But, Providence indus-

trialist Zachariah Allen (1795-1882) put hundreds of

carding machines, spinning mules and weaving looms

to work producing miles of cotton cloth.

Allen was already a textile manufacturer when he

purchased Georgiaville in 1852. His first action was to

refurbish the old mill and build a bigger one. More

production called for more water power, so he built a

bigger dam, which enlarged the mill pond and reser-

voirs above it. He came up with a plan to raise the 

dam to 36 feet, doubling its energy output. When

Praised for being among the few men of industry with a
social conscience, Zachariah Allen was above all a

practical person. A thinker, theologian, lawyer, author,
inventor, engineer, and tinkerer, he sought to improve

everything and everyone. A prolific note taker, 
diarist and writer, Allen left an incredible record 
of his life and times complete with observations 
on the weather and drawings and calculations for
his numerous inventions.

Allen lived in Providence, and “rode out” to
Georgiaville only on business. Although mill owners

were often accused of paternalism in a derogatory
way, Allen’s version of benevolence took the form of

pragmatic good deeds, such as building things and making
improvements. He believed that his domination over the village he

created would ensure a good quality of life, fostering a strong sense of community
among strangers with no common heritage or culture. Word spread that Allen paid
workers higher wages and offered merits, even cash, for their innovative sugges-
tions. 

D I R E C T I O N S

Georgiaville village is on 
RI Route 104 in Smithfield. 

From Interstate 295, exit 
at Route 44 East. Turn left 
at the traffic light onto
Esmond Street. Turn left on
Route 104, the Farnum Pike.
A short distance ahead, 
bear right onto Homestead
Avenue. Turn right onto
Stillwater Road. Park at
Homestead Mill. 

A L O N G  T H E  W A Y  

Almost all of the sites in this walking tour are private property, so be sure to respect
the privacy of the residents of the village.

Parking is available at the Homestead Mill. 

Restrooms are available during business hours at the Smithfield Town Hall Town Hall,
64 Farnum Pike, Route 104, 401-233-1010.

Learn more about Georgiaville and the early farm families of Smithfield
by visiting the Smith-Appleby House Museum, the Historical Society of Smithfield, 
220 Stillwater Road, Smithfield, 401-231-7363.

Take a walk on the wild side at the Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife Refuge. 
The 77- acre sanctuary has more than 2 miles of trails. Audubon Society of RI, 
12 Sanderson Road, Smithfield, 401-949-5454. 

For information on events, restaurants and lodging in Smithfield, call or visit the
Visitors Center at the Blackstone Valley Tourism Council. A National Heritage Corridor
Visitor Center with additional information, free maps and tour brochures. Free film
shown all day. Open seven days, year round. Picnic area, restrooms, museum store,
free parking. 175 Main Street, Pawtucket. 401-724-2200. 

Exhibits and artifacts tell the story of factory life at the Slater Mill Historic Site, a
working textile mill museum. See a working water wheel and learn how a river powers
a mill. 67 Roosevelt Avenue Pawtucket. 401-725-8638 or visit www.slatermill.org.
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Special thanks to Ranger John McNiff of the John H.
Chafee Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor and Richard Greenwood of the 
Rhode Island Historic Preservation and Heritage Commission. Historic images courtesy of 
RI Historical Society. rev2012
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Take a side trip off the Blackstone 
to the banks of theWoonasquatucket River.
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Congress established the
Blackstone River Valley National
Heritage Corridor in 1986, recog-
nizing the national significance of
the region between Providence,
RI and Worcester, MA - the
Birthplace of the American
Industrial Revolution. The John H.
Chafee Blackstone River Valley
National Heritage Corridor is an
affiliated area of the National
Park Service.

This brochure was developed
under the direction of the
Worcester Historical Museum in
partnership with the Heritage
Corridor Commission.www.nps.gov/blac/index.htm




